ISSN 2320-4168

|l||||‘| || VOL 6 | SPECIAL ISSUE 2 | FEB 2018

UGC Approved Journal Number: 44120

Shanlax International

------------

Journal of Commerce -

---------------
---------

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

A Peer-Reviewed, Refereed Scholarly Quarterly Journal
Globally Indexed with Impact Factor

1304050607 0809

National Conference on

RECENT TRENDS IN
COMMERCE AND MANAGEMENT

Organized by

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND IQAC
HAJEE KARUTHA ROWTHER HOWDIA COLLEGE

An Autonomous Institution

(Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai,
Re-Accredited with ‘A’ Grade by NAAC)

Uthamapalayam (Post), Theni (District) - 625 533, Tamil Nadu

IME 8

SHANLA x

: SHANLAX

www.shanlaxjournals.in



Vol. 6 Special Issue 2 February 2018 ISSN: 2320-4168

EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH TRADE

Dr. R. Radhika Devi, M.B.A., M.Com., M.Sc.(Psy), M.Phil., Ph.D.,

Director i/c, Women's Studies Centre, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai

N. Jegatheesan

Research Scholar, Department of Commerce, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai

v rm— % . .

Introduction

Women are disproportionately affected by poverty. They are discriminated against and
exploited in ways that limit their life choices. Women are more likely to end up in insecure,
vulnerable and low-wage jobs because they do not have equal access to education, skills training,
financial resources, information, and social protection measures

Trade has the potential to contribute significantly to growth and employment. Countries that
have embraced openness have been more successful in sustaining growth and moving up the
development ladder than those that have not. In the 1990s, per capita real income grew more than
three times faster for developing countries that lowered trade barriers, according to the World Bank
(OECD et al., 2010). Trade can make an essential contribution to delivering the growth necessary to
end poverty (World Bank and WTO, 2015). Women's participation in trade can provide an
additional boost to the growth potential of openness and to the sustainability of that growth.
Economies with better opportunities for women are more competitive. These economies will benefit
more from openness than economies that are less friendly to female involvement in the economy.
Increased female income is likely to be disproportionally spent on the well-being and education of
children. As a result, women’s income has a direct impact on reducing income inequality and on
future growth through its impact on education. Good for growth Women contribute to international
trade as producers, entrepreneurs, employees and consumers. One of the most important ways they
contribute is as owners and managers of women-owned businesses.

A woman is economically empowered when she has the ability to succeed and advance
economically and the power to make and act on economic decisions. Empowering women is
mandatory if they are to play an active role in shaping institutions, social norms and the well-being
of their communities. Empowerment gives women greater control over decisions within their
households.

Women Empowerment

Empowering women to participate fully in economic life across all sectors is essential to build
stronger economies, achieve internationally agreed goals for development and sustainability, and
improve the quality of life for women, men, families and communities.

Gender stereotypes constrain women’s opportunities to get jobs, and burden them with an
unfair proportion of unpaid work, and family and household responsibilities. These and other
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